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Social Studies 
 
Kindergarten 
 

In kindergarten, the students begin to understand the foundations of the social studies strands: history, geography, government, and economics. Students begin 
their introduction to United States history through the study of important American holidays and symbols. Basic concepts of cultural and physical geography are 
presented. Civics provides students with an introduction to rules and character traits of good citizens. Basic economic concepts are also introduced. 

First Grade 
 

In the first grade, students continue their introduction to United States history through the study of selected historical figures. In the history strand, students study 
the important contributions each historical person made. In the geography strand, students learn about where these historical people lived and explore important 
basic geographic concepts. The civics strand provides a study of the positive character traits exhibited by these important historical figures. The economics strand 
continues the introduction of basic economic concepts. 

Second Grade 
 

In second grade, the various social studies strands become more woven around the historical strand. The history strand focuses on important historical figures in 
Georgia and the Creek and Cherokee cultures in Georgia. The geography strand emphasizes the geography of Georgia and relates that to the historical study. In 
addition to the positive character traits of the individuals and groups in the historical strand, the basic concept of government is also introduced. Basic economics 
concepts continue to be introduced and are related to the historical strand. 

Third Grade 
 

In third grade, students conclude their introduction to United States history by studying the origins of American democracy. The historical strand compares ancient 
Greek democracy in Athens with that of the United States, and introduces selected Americans who have been important in ensuring our rights. The geography 
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strand relates primarily to the people discussed in the history strand. In the government strand, students begin the study of the foundations of a republican form of 
government. The economics strand continues the introduction of basic economics concepts. 

Fourth Grade 
 

In fourth grade, students begin the formal study of United States history. At this grade, the four strands of history, geography, civics, and economics are fully 
integrated. Students begin their study of United States history with the development of Native American cultures and conclude with the antebellum period ending 
in 1860. The geography strand emphasizes the influence of geography on early U. S. history. The civics strand emphasizes concepts and rights developed during 
the formation of our government. The economics strand uses material from the historical strand to further understanding of economic concepts. 

Fifth Grade 
 

In fifth grade, students continue their formal study of United States history. As with fourth grade, the strands of history, geography, civics, and economics are fully 
integrated. Students study United States history beginning with the Civil War and continue to the present. The geography strand emphasizes the influence of 
geography on U. S. history. The civics strand emphasizes concepts and rights as outlined in amendments to the U. S. Constitution. The economics strand uses 
material from the historical strand to further understanding of economic concepts. 

Sixth Grade 
 

Sixth grade is the first year of a two year World Area Studies course. Sixth grade students study Latin America, Canada, Europe, and Australia. The goal of this 
two year course is to acquaint middle school students with the world in which they live. The geography domain includes both physical and human geography. The 
intent of the geography domain is for students to begin to grasp the importance geography plays in their everyday lives. The government/civics domain focuses on 
selected types of government found in the various areas so as to help students begin to understand the variety of governments in the world. The economics domain 
builds on the K-5 economics; however, the focus shifts from the United States to how other countries answer the basic questions of economics. The history domain 
focuses on major events in each region during the twentieth and twenty-first centuries. 

Seventh Grade 
 

Seventh grade is the second year of a two year World Area Studies course. Seventh grade students study Africa and Asia. The goal of this two year course is to 
acquaint middle school students with the world in which they live. The geography domain includes both physical and human geography. The intent of the 
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geography domain is for students to begin to grasp the importance geography plays in their everyday lives. The government/civics domain focuses on selected 
types of government found in the various areas in order to help students begin to understand the variety of governments in the world. The economics domain 
builds on the K-5 economics; however, the focus shifts from the United States to how other countries answer the basic questions of economics. The history domain 
focuses primarily on significant events in each region from the twentieth and twenty-first centuries. 

Eighth Grade 
 

In eighth grade, students study Georgia geography, history, government, and economics. While the four strands are interwoven, ample opportunity is also provided 
for in-depth study of the geography of Georgia and the government of Georgia. U.S. historical events are included, as appropriate, to ensure students understand 
Georgia’s role in the history of the United States. 

American Government/Civics 

The government course provides students with a background in the philosophy, functions, and structure of the United States government. Students examine the 
philosophical foundations of the United States government and how that philosophy developed. Students also examine the structure and function of the United 
States government and its relationship to states and citizens. 

Economics 

The economics course provides students with a basic foundation in the field of economics. The course has five sections: fundamental concepts, microeconomics, 
macroeconomics, international economics, and personal finance. In each area, students are introduced to major concepts and themes concerning that aspect of 
economics. 

Psychology 

Psychology is the scientific study of behavior and mental processes. It is a unique science that often necessitates the use of special measurements and research 
methods. The course has four sections: psychological foundations and research; biological foundations; change in behavior and cognition; and variability of 
behavior among individual and groups. 

Sociology 



 
 

 
Georgia Department of Education 

August 5, 2015  Page 4 of 4 
 

This course is an introductory study in sociology, the study of social behavior and the organization of human society. Students will learn about the historical 
development of the field of sociology and the procedures for conducting research in sociology. Students will also learn the importance and role of culture, social 
structure, socialization, and social change in today’s society. 

United States History 

The high school United States history course provides students with a comprehensive, intensive study of major events and themes in United States history. 
Beginning with early European colonization, the course examines major events and themes throughout United States history. The course concludes with significant 
developments in the early 21st century. 

World Geography 

The World Geography course provides students with an introduction to both physical and cultural geography. After an introduction to geography, students study 
each major region of the world. For each region, students learn about the importance of the physical geography and its impact on the region’s development. 
Students study cultural aspects of each region and examine the influence of geography on the cultural development of each region. 

World History 

The high school world history course provides students with a comprehensive, intensive study of major events and themes in world history. Students begin with a 
study of the earliest civilizations worldwide and continue to examine major developments and themes in all regions of the world. The course culminates in a study 
of change and continuity and globalization at the beginning of the 21st century. 


