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 UNIT 1 
 

GETTING STARTED IN SPANISH 
 

HANDOUTS 
 
To the Teacher: The handouts that are included here are possible ones that you may wish to use.  You should be able to print the 
ones that are in color onto transparencies.  Also included are black and white versions that you may wish to print out and copy for 
your students.  You can also “white-out” anything that you do not wish to include on a particular handout. 
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Why Spanish?

Is the Taco 
Bell dog 
smarter 
than you 

are?

Millions of  people 
speak it, including 

some of your 
friends!

Make new 
friends.

Looks 
great on 

your 
resume!

Order in 
Spanish in a 

Mexican 
restaurant.

Learn the 
meaning of 
places with 

Spanish 
names.

More job 
opportunities 

when you 
speak 

Spanish!

Many colleges and 
universities require at 
least two years of a 
Foreign Language.

Watch the 
Spanish TV 
channels.
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________________________________________ 
nombre y apellido 
 
 
Use this chart to list similarities and differences between Spanish and English.  Use the chart to 
list as many cognates*, alphabet, accents, intonation etc. that you can. 
 
 
    ENGLISH       SPANISH 
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SOUNDS OF SPANISH

VOWELS

a, e, i, o, u CONSONANTS

Sound like English

b, ch, d, f, k, l, m, n,   
p, r, s, t, w

Have more than one sound

c, g, x, y

No Sound

h

New Sounds

ll, ñ, rr

Others

j, q, v, z
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LA SALA DE  CLASES

PERSONAS

el profesor

la profesora

el estudiante

la estudiante

el compañero

la compañera

              COSAS                          
la pizarra el lápiz

el pupitre el cuaderno

la hoja de papel

el bolígrafo la mochila

la mesa la carpeta

el libro el marcador
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Greetings, Farewells, and Courtesy 

¿Cómo te llamas?

Me llamo ...¿Y tú?

mucho gusto
igualmente

¿Qué tal?
¿Cómo estás?

¿Cómo está usted?

muy bien, gracias
bastante bien, gracias

bien, gracias
regular
así, así

mal

¿De dónde eres?

Yo soy de ...¿Y usted?

Expressions

PARA SALUDAR

Hola
Buenos días

Buenas tardes
Buenas noches

PARA 
DESPEDIRSE

Buenas tardes
Buenas noches

adiós
chao

hasta luego
hasta mañana
hasta la vista
hasta pronto

COURTESY 
EXPRESSIONS
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The Spanish-Speaking 
World

NORTH 
AMERICA

México THE CARIBBEAN

Cuba, La República 
Dominicana, Puerto Rico

CENTRAL 
AMERICA

Guatemala, Honduras, 
El Salvador, Nicaragua, 

Costa Rica, Panamá

EUROPE

España

AFRICA

Guinea Ecuatorial

SOUTH AMERICA

Venezuela, Colombia, 
Ecuador, Perú, Bolivia, 

Paraguay, Uruguay, 
Argentina, Chile
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