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Universal Design for Learning is defined in the Higher Education 
Opportunity Act of 2008 as:
… a scientifically valid framework for guiding educational practice that:

A) provides flexibility in the ways information is presented, in the 

ways students respond or demonstrate knowledge and skills, and 

in the ways students are engaged; and

B) reduces barriers in instruction, provides appropriate 

accommodations, supports, and challenges, and maintains high 

achievement expectations for all students, including students 

with disabilities and students who are limited English proficient.
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UDL Principles

•Multiple Means of Engagement

•Multiple Means of Representation

•Multiple Means of Action and Expression

Image courtesy of hywards at 

FreeDigitalPhotos.net

Image courtesy of pakorn at 

FreeDigitalPhotos.net

Image courtesy of Stuart 

Miles at FreeDigitalPhotos.net

Image courtesy of ddpavumba at FreeDigitalPhotos.net
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For additional information

Each “Building a Culture of Writing” session is 
recorded and posted on the Georgia Standards.org 
website

https://www.georgiastandards.org/Georgia-
Standards/Pages/ELA-Collaborative-Conversations-on-
Building-a-Culture-of-Writing.aspx

In each recorded session, short videos on Universal 
Design for Learning (UDL) and Assistive Technology 
(AT) can be found under the heading:

Instructional Principles for Diverse Learners

http://www.gadoe.org/
http://www.gadoe.org/
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What is Digital Literacy?

The American Library Association defines digital literacy as:

“The ability to use information and communication 
technologies to find, evaluate, create, and 
communicate information requiring both cognitive 
and technical skills.”
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How is digital literacy different from 
technology integration? 
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Key Questions

1. What do you want students 
to accomplish/learn?

1. Could a digital tool enhance 
that learning?

http://blog.williamferriter.com/2013/07/11/technology-is-a-tool-not-a-learning-outcome/

http://www.gadoe.org/
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Technology Use 

1. Students are active learners and have access to 
feedback about their performance.

2. Students actively analyze and create media.
3. Teachers leverage tools to connect learning 

experiences in the classroom with the outside 
world. ~Vega (2013)

Vega, V. (2013, February 5). “Technology integration research review.” Edutopia. http://www.edutopia.org/technology-integration-research-learning-outcomes#outcomes

http://www.gadoe.org/
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The SAMR Model (Puentedura, 2009)

Ruben R. Puentedura, As We May Teach: Educational Technology, From Theory into Practice (2009)

http://www.gadoe.org/
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•Possesses the variety of skills – technical and cognitive – required to find, understand, 

evaluate, create, and communicate digital information in a wide variety of formats;

•Is able to use diverse technologies appropriately and effectively to retrieve information, 

interpret results, and judge the quality of that information;  

•Understands the relationship between technology, life-long learning, personal privacy, 

and stewardship of information;

•Uses these skills and the appropriate technology to communicate and collaborate with 

peers, colleagues, family, and on occasion, the general public; and

•Uses these skills to actively participate in civic society and contribute to a vibrant, 

informed, and engaged community.
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Big Ideas: Consumer vs. Producer

Flickr creative commons – The Marmot

Flickr creative commons – JVCAmerica
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Big Ideas: 
Digital Citizenship 
& Media Literacy 
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Time to Chat or Tweet!

Given the 3 over-arching topics for this conversation, what are 
you most looking forward to discussing or hearing about? 

#CultureofWriting

@GADOEELA

Or

Use the chat feature

3/13/2017 16
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Entry Point: The Digital Story 

Active Learning with Digital Tools
Consuming and/or Producing
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Audiobooks

Why?
• Builds listening 

comprehension (SL.2)
• Promotes reading 

fluency and visual 
tracking (RF.1)

• Develops lifelong 
reading habits (RL.10)

• Supports learners 
with diverse needs

http://www.gadoe.org/
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www.getepic.com
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Other Resources for 
Audiobooks

www.meegenius.com
Paid & Free Content

www.storynory.com
Free Content

www.storylineonline.net

http://www.gadoe.org/
www.meegenius.com
www.storynory.com
www.storylineonline.net
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Creating Media
Producing Media

Flickr: https://www.flickr.com/photos/ivanwalsh/
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Digital Retelling & Writing

RL.2 & W.3
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Digital Retelling & Writing

www.powtoon.com
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Blogs
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KidBlog.org 
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Tips for Blogging with 
Students
• Establish CLEAR guidelines

• Digital safety – no personal information like last names
• Respectful and purposeful commenting/feedback

• Model best practices by participating with students

• Moderate posts and comments

• Give authentic reasons for blogging (think audience 
and purpose)
• Book reviews
• Class news
• Collaborative projects

http://www.gadoe.org/
http://www.gadoe.org/
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Vlogs (Video Logs)

What you’ll need:
• Computer with webcam or 

tablet with camera
• Quiet space
• Backdrop (optional)

SL.4-6

http://www.gadoe.org/
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Vlogs (Video Logs)

What Students Do:
• Greet viewers
• Introduce book
• Describe events & give 

opinions
• Speak loudly and clearly
• Listen back to recording
• Share with others

http://www.gadoe.org/
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Benefits of Vlogs (Video Logs)

1. Promotes reflection among learners of all ages
2. Forces students to organize and revise their 

thoughts
3. Develops speaking and listening skills
4. Mimics real world activities on YouTube, 

Facebook, Instagram

http://www.gadoe.org/
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Online Discussions

Why?
• Changes the dynamic 

of discussions
• Wait time
• Harder for one person 

to dominate
• More opportunities to 

be heard
• Teaches importance 

of tone and clarity
• Curates learning

How?
● Google Classroom 

(http://classroom.google.com)
● Edmodo 

(http://www.edmodo.com)
● Today’s Meet 

(http://www.todaysmeet.com)
● Padlet (http://www.padlet.com)
● KidBlogs (http://kidblog.org)

http://www.gadoe.org/
http://classroom.google.com)/
http://www.edmodo.com)/
http://www.todaysmeet.com)/
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Digital Bulletin Board - Padlet.com
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Time to Chat or Tweet!

Any insights gained? Have you noticed that your own students’ 
writing or conversing habits are different online than in person? 

#CultureofWriting

@GADOEELA

Or

Use the chat feature

3/13/2017 32
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Questions
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From MediaLiteracyNow.org @MediaLitNow

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GIaRw5R6Da4

Big Ideas: 
Digital Citizenship & Media Literacy 

http://www.gadoe.org/
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Conducting Research

• Gather resources on 
your topic

• Generate a list of 
subtopics and 
keywords

• Use the text structure 
to determine 
importance

• Take notes on 
important ideas/details

• Synthesize ideas from 
multiple sources

Image from BrainPop on Flickr at https://flic.kr/p/82NApy

http://www.gadoe.org/
https://flic.kr/p/82NApy


Richard Woods, 
Georgia’s School Superintendent

“Educating Georgia’s Future”
gadoe.org

Richard Woods, 
Georgia’s School Superintendent

“Educating Georgia’s Future”
gadoe.org

Gather Resources
www.symbaloo.com

W.7 & W.8
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Reading & Thinking

• Working with .pdf files

• GoodReader or 
iAnnotate

• Google Classroom

• Synthesizes reading 
skills depending on 
purpose and task

• Creates a lasting record 
of reading

3/11/17 37
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Hyperdocs

3/11/17 38
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Hyperdocs

• Differentiated 
instruction

• Permanent work 
product

• Easy revision and 
commenting

• Target multiple 
standards at once

3/11/17 39
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Annotating Thinking

www.thinglink.com

Free Basic Educator 
Accounts with more 
premium features for a 
paid account

Annotate with audio, video 
links, web links, text 
annotations, images/info 
graphics

Premium features allow 
Virtual Reality and 360 
tours

http://www.gadoe.org/
http://www.thinglink.com/
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Viewing and Analyzing 
Images
Why?
• Increasingly visual 

world
• More information 

communicated 
through pictures

• Teaches inferring 
(RI.1)

• Prompts creative 
writing

https://www.pinterest.com/pin/145663369179070267/

http://www.gadoe.org/
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Build Background 
Knowledge

3/11/17 42
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Google Lit Trips

http://www.googlelittrips.org/

http://www.gadoe.org/
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Questions
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Analyzing Media
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Noticing Web Features

http://www.timeforkids.com/files/5ws1h.webcast.pdf

CARS

Credibility
Accuracy

Reasonableness
Support

http://www.gadoe.org/
http://www.timeforkids.com/files/5ws1h.webcast.pdf
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Source
1. Do you know who the source is, or was it created by a common or well-

known source? Example National Geographic, Discovery, etc.
2. How does it compare to what you already know?
3. Does the information make sense? Do you understand the information?
4. Can you verify that the information agrees with three or more other sources 

that are also reliable?
5. Have experts in the field been connected to it or authored the information?
6. How current is the information?
7. Does it have a copyright?

Source: http://www.npr.org/sections/ed/2017/02/16/514364210/5-ways-teachers-are-fighting-fake-news

http://www.gadoe.org/
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Activities to Try

http://allaboutexplorers.com/explorers/

http://www.gadoe.org/
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Activities to Try

http://allaboutexplorers.com/explorers/
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Activities to Try

http://zapatopi.net/treeoctopus/
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Activities to Try
Simon Says Find Fake News

Two Truths and a Lie

“Let Them Eat Cake!”

Twitter Sources for more 
activities:
• @MediaLitNow
• @MedEduLab
• @ReneeHobbs

http://www.gadoe.org/
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Time to Chat or Tweet!

Any new insights or questions?

#CultureofWriting

@GADOEELA

Or

Use the chat feature

3/13/2017 52
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Connecting to the Outside World
Access vs. Participation

Flickr: Anthony Kelly 

http://www.gadoe.org/
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Skype or Facetime

1. Collaborate with other 
classrooms (SL.1)

2. Conduct expert 
interviews (SL.3)

3. Support absent 
students or connect on 
snow days

http://education.skype.com

http://www.epals.com

http://www.gadoe.org/
http://education.skype.com/
http://www.epals.com/
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Twitter

• Connect your 

classroom to others 

to share thinking

• Participate in 

conversations or 

Twitter chats for your 

own PD

http://tammyworcester.com/class-tweeter-template/

Give it a try with your 

students through a 

teacher-moderated 

Class Tweeter Template 

operated through Google 

Forms and Sheets.

http://www.gadoe.org/
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Instagram

1. Great examples of other 
classrooms and their 
work = free PD

2. Opportunity to reflect on 
your practice in an 
authentic way

3. It’s okay to lurk and 
follow!

#teachersfollowteachers #iteachtoo #iteach4th
#teachersofinstagram #teachersoftpt
#iteachfourth

http://www.gadoe.org/
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Tips for Teachers
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1.Don’t wait until you feel like 
you’re a tech wizard. The 
kids may figure things out 
on their own, and it’s good 
to model problem solving 
with technology.

http://www.gadoe.org/
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2. Take lots of pictures to 
build an archive of the 
learning you’ve done 
together.

Image credit woodleywonderworks on Flickr at https://flic.kr/p/8Jkhjr
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3. Carve out time for teachers and students to 
play with the tools you have.
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4. Allow paper and 
technology to co-
exist in balance.
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Questions
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Universal Design for Learning 

DeeDee Bunn,

Program Specialist, Georgia Project for Assistive Technology

Special Education Services and Supports
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Digital Literacy 
Resources

Bonus Digital Literacy Webinar 

Georgia Public Broadcasting and Discovery Education

Access webinar for information about digital resources on 
GSO

3/13/2017 64
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