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Universal Design for Learning is defined in the Higher Education 
Opportunity Act of 2008 as:
… a scientifically valid framework for guiding educational practice that:

A) provides flexibility in the ways information is presented, in the ways 
students respond or demonstrate knowledge and skills, and in the 
ways students are engaged; and

B) reduces barriers in instruction, provides appropriate 
accommodations, supports, and challenges, and maintains high 
achievement expectations for all students, including students with 
disabilities and students who are limited English proficient.
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UDL Principles

• Multiple Means of Engagement

• Multiple Means of Representation

• Multiple Means of Action and Expression

Image courtesy of hywards at FreeDigitalPhotos.net

Image courtesy of pakorn at FreeDigitalPhotos.net

Image courtesy of Stuart Miles 
at FreeDigitalPhotos.net

Image courtesy of ddpavumba at FreeDigitalPhotos.net
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For additional information

Each “Building a Culture of Writing” session is 
recorded and posted on the Georgia Standards.org 
website

https://www.georgiastandards.org/Georgia-
Standards/Pages/ELA-Collaborative-Conversations-on-
Building-a-Culture-of-Writing.aspx

In each recorded session, short videos on Universal 
Design for Learning (UDL) and Assistive Technology 
(AT) can be found under the heading:

Instructional Principles for Diverse Learners

http://www.gadoe.org/
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Close Reading
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True/False

A strategy 

Applicable to all text

Should be done every day

The same thing as cloze reading

#CultureofWriting

@GaDOEELA
Or

Use the chat feature

FALSE

FALSE

FALSE

FALSE
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Close Analytic Reading

• Requires prompting students with questions to unpack unique complexity of any 

text so students learn to read complex text independently and proficiently.

• Not teacher "think aloud“.

• Students are encouraged to read and reread deliberately. 

• Text dependent questions require text-based answers – evidence.

• Directing student attention on the text itself empowers students to understand 

the central ideas and key supporting details. It also enables students to reflect on 

the meanings of individual words and sentences; the order in which sentences 

unfold; and the development of ideas over the course of the text, which 

ultimately leads students to arrive at an understanding of the text as a whole.

9
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Complex Text

Texts are sometimes above the independent 
reading level of most students. That’s o.k
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Shado s on the  all 
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 i e doesn t  righten  e at all 
  
 ad dogs  ar ing loud 
 ig ghosts in a cloud 
 i e doesn t  righten  e at all 
 ean old  other Goose 
 ions on the loose 
The  don t  righten  e at all 
  
 ragons  reathing  la e 
 n    counterpane 
That doesn t  righten  e at all. 
  go  oo 
 a e the  shoo 
   a e  un 
Wa  the  run 
   on t cr  
So the   l  
   ust s ile 
The  go  ild 
  
 i e doesn t  righten  e at all. 
 
  

  
 anthers in the par  
Strangers in the dar  
 o, the  don t  righten  e at all. 
  
That ne  classroo   here 
 o s all pull    hair 
  iss  little girls 
With their hair in curls  
The  don t  righten  e at all. 
  
 on t sho   e  rogs and sna es 
 nd listen  or    screa , 
       a raid at all 
 t s onl  in    drea s. 
  
   e got a  agic char  
That    eep up    slee e 
  can  al  the ocean  loor 
 nd ne er ha e to  reathe. 
  
 i e doesn t  righten  e at all 
 ot at all 
 ot at all. 
  
 i e doesn t  righten  e at all.
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Limited Frontloading

A purpose for reading is set but a 
lengthy conversation about the 
meaning of the text or what students 
should expect to find in the text in 
advance of the reading is not present. 
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This poem is 
by one of my 

favorite 
authors who

Today you 
will be 

reading a 
poem about

Let’s go over 
the words 

that you may 
not know
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Ask themselves some basic 
questions as they read
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What is  
this poem 

about?Who is 
speaking

?

What is a 
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Time to Chat or Tweet!

CultureofWriting
@GaDOEELA

Or
Use the chat feature
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Annotating

Students are regularly observed underlining, circling, and 
writing notes in the margins. Sometimes students write on 
bookmarks or sticky notes, and other times students write 
directly on the text. 
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Answering text dependent 
questions

• Teachers should ask, and students should 
answer, questions that require evidence 
from the text in their responses.
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When 
does the 

rhyme 
scheme 

change in 
the 

poem?

What 
does the 
author  
hold on 
to that 
helps 

him/her 
be brave? 

How does 
the 

author 
handle 
scary 

things? 

What is 
repeated 

in the 
poem and 

why is 
that

Important
?
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Re-Rereading

• Repeated reading of the text in which each 
successive reading comes with a purpose 
or a question that influences the reading, 
is another feature of close reading.
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Is there 
evidence 
that this 

poem 
could be 
written 

specifically  
for a girl? 

Or 
specifically 
for a boy?

Is there 
evidence 
that this 

poem 
could be 
written 

specifically  
for 

someone 
other than 

a child? 
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CLOSE READING 
NON-FICTION TEXT
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Time to Chat or Tweet!

What is Nonfiction?

CultureofWriting
@GaDOEELA

Or
Use the chat feature
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NON FICTION IN THREE 
WORDS OR LESS?

http://www.gadoe.org/
http://www.gadoe.org/


Richard Woods, 
Georgia’s School Superintendent

“Educating Georgia’s Future”
gadoe.org

Richard Woods, 
Georgia’s School Superintendent

“Educating Georgia’s Future”
gadoe.org

http://www.gadoe.org/
http://www.gadoe.org/


Richard Woods, 
Georgia’s School Superintendent

“Educating Georgia’s Future”
gadoe.org

Richard Woods, 
Georgia’s School Superintendent

“Educating Georgia’s Future”
gadoe.org

http://www.gadoe.org/
http://www.gadoe.org/


Richard Woods, 
Georgia’s School Superintendent

“Educating Georgia’s Future”
gadoe.org

Richard Woods, 
Georgia’s School Superintendent

“Educating Georgia’s Future”
gadoe.org

Xx

http://www.gadoe.org/
http://www.gadoe.org/


Richard Woods, 
Georgia’s School Superintendent

“Educating Georgia’s Future”
gadoe.org

Richard Woods, 
Georgia’s School Superintendent

“Educating Georgia’s Future”
gadoe.org

http://www.gadoe.org/
http://www.gadoe.org/


Richard Woods, 
Georgia’s School Superintendent

“Educating Georgia’s Future”
gadoe.org

Richard Woods, 
Georgia’s School Superintendent

“Educating Georgia’s Future”
gadoe.org

http://www.gadoe.org/
http://www.gadoe.org/


Richard Woods, 
Georgia’s School Superintendent

“Educating Georgia’s Future”
gadoe.org

Richard Woods, 
Georgia’s School Superintendent

“Educating Georgia’s Future”
gadoe.org

Nonfiction is…

35%

57%

3%

5%

Truth

Real

Not Real

Don't Know

Truth Real Not Real Don't Know
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What is Nonfiction? 

Robert Probst and Kylene Beers 
suggest that

“Nonfiction is that body of work 
in which the author purports to 
tell us about the real world, a 
real experience, a real person, an 
idea, or a belief.”
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Why We Need to Read 
Nonfiction So Critically
Fiction invites us into the 
author’s  orld. 

Nonfiction on the other hand 
intrudes into our world.
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Pluto Is Demoted to ‘Dwarf  
Planet’
By DENNIS OVERBYE AUG. 24, 2006

Pluto got its walking papers today.

Throw away the placemats. Grab a magic marker for the 
classroom charts. Take a pair of scissors to the solar 
system mobile.

After years of wrangling and a week of bitter debate, 
astronomers voted on a sweeping reclassification of the 
solar system. In what many of them described as a 
triumph of science over sentiment, Pluto was demoted 
to the status of a “dwarf planet.”

Full article can be found at: 
http://www.nytimes.com/2006/08/24/science/space/25pluto.html?register=google

That’s 
funny!

What 
does that 

mean?
Is it bad to be a dwarf planet? 

What is a dwarf?
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Nonfiction
Questioning Stances

• What surprised you?

• What did the author think you already knew?

• What challenged your way of thinking or confirmed 
what you already knew?

Stances taken from:  Reading Nonfiction

Notice and Note

Stances, Signpost and Strategies
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What Surprised Me?

I was shocked about…
I was surprised when…
I never thought…
I could not believe…
Really?
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What did the author 
think I already knew?

I did not know…
The author thought I 

knew…
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What challenged, 
changed or confirmed 

what I knew ?

At first I thought, 
but…

I was right/wrong 
about… 
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What surprised me

The author thought 
I knew

Challenged, changed 
or confirmed

Pluto Is Demoted to ‘Dwarf Planet’
By DENNIS OVERBYE AUG. 24, 2006

Pluto got its walking papers today.

Throw away the placemats. Grab a magic 
marker for the classroom charts. Take a pair 
of scissors to the solar system mobile.

After years of wrangling and a week of 
bitter debate, astronomers voted on a 
sweeping reclassification of the solar 
system. In what many of them described as 
a triumph of science over sentiment, Pluto 
was demoted to the status of a “dwarf 
planet.”

Full article can be found at: 
http://www.nytimes.com/2006/08/24/science/space/25pluto.html?register=google
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Up All Night

 edia de ices are  eeping  ids a a e, e en  hen the ’re not  eing used

By Kate Samuelson for TIME and TFK editor

Researchers analyzed hundreds of studies of children and teens aged 6-19. The 
scientists found a “strong and consistent association” between the use of 
technology at bedtime and poor sleeping. 

The reason is not just that kids are staying up too late with their devices. Using 
a computer can over-stimulate the mind and emotions, the researchers say. A 
smartphone or tablet also emits a light that affects the body’s natural timing 
and alertness. 

These factors contribute to poor quality sleep. And many kids could be at risk. 
According to the study, 72% of all children and 89% of adolescents have at least 
one device in their sleep environment. Most of these devices are used near 
bedtime.

What surprised me

The author thought 
I knew

Challenged, changed 
or confirmed

Full article can be found at http://www.timeforkids.com/node/492021
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Model Shared 
Practice

Independent 
Practice
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Close Reading with 
Ms. Lockett
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Words that describe pictures. I 

was surprised because non-

fiction story really don’t have this.
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I was shocked about people 

living in rainforest because I did 

not know that.
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What surprised me was that the temperature in 

the rain forest hardly changes. I didn't know that 

the temperature stayed the same. I always 

thought that it changed.
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I did not know people live in the 

rain forest. Pg.4
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KINDERGARTEN - FIRST GRADE
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Oh my 
goodness!
I did not 

know that!

I knew 
that!
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Student Response 1

Student Response 2
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“ erhaps we have a better 
opportunity at holding on to that 
s eptic’s e e i   e re e  er  e 

aren’t  guest in the author’s  orld; he 
is a guest in ours.”

Kylene Beers
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Written Conversations

Do you want to
go with me?

Dear Mrs. Mean,

I’m sorry I didn’t do my 
homework last night, I 
didn’t understand it. 

Dear Mrs. Thomas,
Please speak with  
Melanie about her 

behavior in class. She 
was very disruptive 

today.

Please just say 
yes. I REALLY, 

REALLY, REALLY 
like you. Don’t 
you like me?

Did you do your 
homework last 

night? Can I copy 
it?

yes no
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The Middle: 
Reading and 
Writing With 
Adolescents

by Nancy 
Atwell

1960’s 
1970’s

Jana 
Staton
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Types of  Written 
Conversations

• Writing Around The Room- several text based 
quotes are placed around the room and students 
respond. 

• True Confessions- Students tell the teacher what 
they thought of the lesson.

• A Picture is Worth a Thousand Words- Students 
are given a picture on the board to analyze. They 
then choose a word to describe it. Responses are 
exchanged and someone comments on your 
response asking a question.
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Benefits of  Using Written 
Conversations in the Classrooms

Teach students to 
back up their 
thinking with 

evidence

Create positive 
and individual 
relationships 
with students

Create 
engagement

Create a positive 
attitude about 

writing
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Dialogue Journals

Partners thoroughly and thoughtfully respond in 
writing to the teacher’s question, and then respond 
to each other’s responses. 

Students use dialogue journals for science articles, 
math problems and other curriucular material.
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Written Conversations with 
Ms. Dickson’s Third Grade 

Class
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RULES
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“The ultimate goal for our teaching, is 
to help foster in children a self -
extending system whereby children 
are independent readers whose 
reading and writing improve whenever 
they read and write .”

~Marie Clay~
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Helpful Websites

• https://www.engageny.org/resource/close-reading-
strategies-with-informational-text-by-expeditionary-
learning

• http://www.learninga-z.com/commoncore/close-
reading.html

• http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/top-
teaching/2013/04/investigating-nonfiction-part-2-digging-
deeper-close-reading

• http://www.isbe.state.il.us/common_core/pls/level2/htm
l/close-reading.htm

• www.newsela.com
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Questions
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Let’s Continue The 
Conversation
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Tameka Thomas

Email: tamekaathomas@gmail.com

Twitter: @tamekaathomas

Melanie Lockett

Email: mlockett87@gmail.com

@MsMLockett
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Universal Design for 
Learning 

DeeDee Bunn,

Program Specialist, Georgia Project for Assistive Technology

Special Education Services and Supports
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Additional Professional 
Learning Opportunities

National Writing Project Summer Institute

Institute Dates & Times

March 3 — Application Deadline
April 27 (pre-ISI workshop) — 5:00-7:00 p.m.

April 29 (pre-ISI workshop) — 9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.
June 10 — 8:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.

June 12-23 — 8:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
And once a month throughout the 2017-2018 school year

Kennesaw Mountain Writing Project (Kennesaw State University): 
kmwp@kennesaw.edu
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