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Getting to the Heart of Argument:
Exploring Argument with Real World Connections-
The Anthony Stokes Decision!
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The Essential Question A

Before The Lesson Response:

How do effective writers use textual evidence to support
their claims when developing an argument?

After the Lesson Response:

How do effective writers use textual evidence to support their claims when
developing an argument?

Our Standard(s)

ELAGSE11-12RI1: Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text
says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, including determining where the text
leaves matters uncertain.

ELAGSE11-12SL1: Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions(one-
on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 11-12 topics, texts, and issues,
building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.

a. Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under study; explicitly draw
on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts and other research on the topic or issue to
stimulate a thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of ideas.

c. Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that probe reasoning and evidence;
ensure a hearing for a full range of positions on a topic or issue; clarify, verify, or challenge ideas
and conclusions; and promote divergent and creative perspectives.

d. Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives; synthesize comments, claims, and evidence made on
all sides of an issue; resolve conflicts.
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Your Thoughts?

Should patients who have shown continuous non-compliant behavior be given a
heart transplant?
(Provide a clear BELIEF and LOGICAL reasoning as to why that belief is held)

Support your belief with textual evidence:
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http://www.myajc.com/news/news/local/hospital-rejects-teen-for-heart-transplant-list/nZMgs/

Hospital rejects teen for heart
transplant list

Posted: 7:35 p.m. Monday, Aug. 12, 2013

By Craig Schneider and Ernie Suggs - The Atlanta Journal-Constitution

About a month ago, Anthony Stokes was a 15-year-old who enjoyed playing basketball. Then came the
sleep troubles and the stomachaches. When the chest pains started, his mother took him to the hospital.

Tests revealed that his heart is dangerously weak, so weak that doctors at Children’s Healthcare of
Atlanta at Egleston began considering a transplant. His mother, Melencia Hamilton, said they told her that
without a new heart, he has just six to nine months left to live.

But they also told her that, in their view, Anthony does not qualify as a candidate for a heart transplant.

The reasons aren’t clear. The hospital is prevented by privacy laws from discussing the case, so virtually
all information is coming through Hamilton and people who have rallied around her. And they have
turned Anthony’s plight into a public controversy, complete with racial overtones.

Hamilton, 36, who lives in Lithonia, said hospital officials stereotyped her son, who wears a court-
ordered monitoring device, as a troubled teen. “It just seemed they decided he’s a trouble-maker, and
that’s not true,” she said.

In a letter to the family, the hospital said Anthony was ineligible due to “a history of non-compliance.”
That typically refers to a patient who has failed to follow prescribed treatment plans, but Hamilton said
that, until now, Anthony has had virtually no medical problems.

She believes the doctors are judging him on some trouble he got into (the monitor is for fighting at
school, she said), as well the fact that she is ill, the family has little money, and they are black. She said
he does not drink or take drugs.

She is on Medicaid and he is on PeachCare, Georgia’s health insurance program for needy children. She
is unemployed and has congestive heart failure, she said. She believes the doctors think she would be
unable to care for her son after a transplant.

Doctors, she said, told her “he would not take his medication, not attend follow-up doctor appointments
and probably end up on the streets.”

Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta released a statement Monday suggesting that the decision may not be set
in stone.

“We never stop working to help our sick patients. In all transplant cases, we work closely with the family
and their support network to coordinate the best possible result for the patient, and continue to find
solutions. In this particular case, we are continuing to partner with the family.”

A patient rejected as a candidate by one treatment center also can apply elsewhere to get on the list, said
Joel Newman of the United Network for Organ Sharing, which manages the nation’s organ transplant
system under contract with the federal government.


http://www.myajc.com/staff/craig-schneider/
http://www.myajc.com/staff/ernie-suggs/
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Anthony suffers from dilated cardiomyopathy, in which the heart’s main pumping chamber, the left
ventricle, fails to pump enough blood. The condition is generally treated with medications or devices such
as pacemakers before a transplant is considered.

His case highlights the sometimes stickier factors hospitals weigh as they evaluate who should receive
transplants.

Because the demand for new hearts, kidneys, livers and other organs is far greater than the supply, doctors
must try to determine not only which patients are the most desperately ill, but which will experience the
greatest benefit from a transplant. The doctors can’t know any patient’s future; they can only make
predictions — educated guesses — based on the histories of many other, earlier patients with similar
conditions.

In weighing each potential candidate, the doctors look not just at his or her physical condition but so-
called “psychosocial factors.” That includes the patient’s mental state, certain behaviors —including how
well he or she has followed doctors’ orders in the past — and the strength of his or her support network.
Some studies have linked certain factors with post-transplant complications: youth, lack of education,
depression, anxiety, anger and hostility, drug or alcohol abuse and troubled family relationships.

But the research is not conclusive, and applying such criteria can lead doctors into morally and politically
dangerous territory. In 2006, the authors of an article in The Journal of Heart and Lung Transplantation
acknowledged that danger, writing: “Care must be taken to ensure that psychosocial factors predictive of
outcome are not confused with judgments of an individual’s social worth.”

Similar concerns spurred the Georgia chapter of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference to take up
Anthony’s cause. SCLC officials met with his mother and hospital officials.

“They said he was being denied because, based on demographics, age and race, it was more than likely he
would not comply,” said the chapter president, the Rev. Samuel Mosteller. By that reasoning, he said,
“black male teens are never going to meet any of the criteria, simply because they are young and black.”

Brian Jones, 57, received a kidney from his sister, Andrea Ashmore, 13 years ago. He said it’s vitally
important that organ recipients follow their treatment plans. Even now, he takes nearly a dozen different
drugs a day and goes to the hospital once a month for testing.

“If you want to keep your donated organ working, you have to take your meds,” Jones said.

But the prospect of death should motivate even a somewhat mixed-up teenager to follow doctor’s orders,
said Mark Pastin, president of the Health Ethics Trust, based in Alexandria, Va.

“If “non-compliant’ means that the child simply does not follow directions, it is hard to fathom that
someone facing death couldn’t be influenced to change their ways,” he said.

Staff photographer Curtis Compton contributed to this report.
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http;/www.chsatlanta.comy/story/2310023 1/teens-fight-for-new-heart-gets-denied

1. According to the short news article, what does it mean to be noncompliant?

‘What are the facts of the case?

o

3. What 1s the point of the SCLLC argument?

4. Is the argument made by the SCLS credible? VALIDATE your claim.

Anthony Stokes should be given a Anthony Stokes should NOT be

heart transplant: given a heart transplant:
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Dr. Kirk’s WSH

Topic:

Question:

Answer:(this will serve as your thesis statement)

Topic Sentence One (supports thesis/claim):

Topic Sentence Two (supports thesis/claim):

Topic Sentence Three (explains counterclaim):

Topic Sentence Four (refutes counterclaim):

Topic Sentence One (revise as you rewrite):
Evidence from the text to prove the topic sentence
Analysis of the evidence from the text to prove the topic sentence
Additional Evidence from the text to prove the topic sentence
Analysis of the additional evidence from the text to prove the topic sentence

Concluding sentence or transition


http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=fnoWkqbcmY1WuM&tbnid=2ozg1_3W65ctGM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://writingcareercoach.com/&ei=iT6eUuPkLqnV2AX__YDQDA&bvm=bv.57155469,d.b2I&psig=AFQjCNFoS50_Shvo7mPIY6MyAVcOsXaROA&ust=1386188781898173
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Topic Sentence Two (revise as you rewrite):

Evidence from the text to prove the topic sentence

Analysis of the evidence from the text to prove the topic sentence
Additional Evidence from the text to prove the topic sentence

Analysis of the additional evidence from the text to prove the topic sentence

Concluding sentence or transition

Topic Sentence Three (revise as you rewrite):
Evidence from the text to prove the topic sentence
Analysis of the evidence from the text to prove the topic sentence
Additional Evidence from the text to prove the topic sentence
Analysis of the additional evidence from the text to prove the topic sentence

Concluding sentence or transition

Topic Sentence Four (revise as you rewrite):
Evidence from the text to prove the topic sentence
Analysis of the evidence from the text to prove the topic sentence
Additional Evidence from the text to prove the topic sentence
Analysis of the additional evidence from the text to prove the topic sentence

Concluding sentence or transition

Notes for the Introduction Notes for the Conclusion
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